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DECADES OF TERROR 

 
- CHAIRMAN BURTON TO EXPLORE ALLEGED HUMAN RIGHTS 

ABUSES IN KASHMIR & THE DISPUTED TERRITORIES - 
 

Washington, D.C. – As part of his continuing investigation into human rights abuses around the 
world, Congressman Dan Burton (R-IN), Chairman of the House Government Reform Subcommittee on 
Human Rights and Wellness, will fully examine the ongoing Kashmir land dispute between India and 
Pakistan.  Specifically, the Subcommittee intends to explore the resulting egregious human rights 
violations, including summary executions, rape, and routine beatings. 

 
The oversight hearing, entitled “Decades of Terror: Exploring Human Rights Abuses in 

Kashmir and the Disputed Territories,” is slated for Wednesday, May 12, 2004, in Room 2247 of the 
Rayburn House Office Building at 10:00 a.m. 

 
“The citizens of Kashmir appear to have been tragically victimized during this long-standing 

conflict, enduring a variety of brutal and sadistic forms of torture,” stated Chairman Burton.  “I think it 
is most appropriate during our heightened state of awareness about the treatment of our fellow man that 
we take a serious look at this situation.” 

 
The India-Pakistan rivalry dates back to the 1947 division of British India between the 

predominantly Muslim Pakistan and the Hindu-majority India.  The Pakistanis believe that the state of 
Jammu and Kashmir should have become part of Pakistan because the majority of Kashmir’s population 
is also Muslim.  To the contrary, India asserts that the state of Jammu and Kashmir rightly belongs to 
them, because of the instrument of accession signed by the Maharaja during the 1947 British partition. 

 
The now infamous India-Pakistan dispute has resulted in a half-century of bitter relations, 

including three major wars.  Consequently, the economic and social development of both nations, and in 
fact the entire South Asia subcontinent, has been largely held hostage.  Furthermore, U.S. and 
international concerns about stability in South Asia have increased considerably as a result of regional 
weapons developments.  On May 11th and 13th of 1998, India conducted a total of five unannounced 
underground nuclear tests, effectively breaking a 24-year self-imposed moratorium on nuclear testing.  
Pakistan quickly followed suit, claiming five tests on May 28th and 30th of 1998.   

 
Concluded Chairman Burton, “The Kashmir conflict is an ongoing struggle that has brought the 

region to the brink of war, and is producing serious human rights violations.  Now more than ever, the 
U.S. and our allies must do everything we can to spread the ideals of freedom and democracy 
throughout the international community.” 
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PANEL ONE WITNESSES: 
 
The Honorable Michael Kozak 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor 
United States Department of State 
 
The Honorable David Good 
Director 
Office of India, Nepal and Sri Lanka Affairs 
United States Department of State 
 
PANEL TWO WITNESSES: 
 
Mr. T. Kumar 
Advocacy Director –Asia 
Amnesty International - USA 
 
PANEL THREE WITNESSES: 
 
Mr. Bob Giuda 
Chairman 
Americans for Resolution of Kashmir 
 
Dr. Ghulam-Nabi Fai 
Executive Director  
Kashmiri American Council 
 
Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh 
President 
Council of Khalistan 
 
Mrs. Attiya Inayatullah 
Aid Worker  
 
Mr. Selig Harrison 
Director of the Asia Program 
Center for International Policy 
 
This is the Subcommittee’s first hearing regarding human rights abuses in the disputed Kashmir 

territories.  For more information, or to look at hearing resource materials, please visit Chairman 
Burton’s designated human rights section on his website at www.reform.house.gov/WHR.   
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